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Oscar Chan Yik Long, The Flight between Dream and Nightmare
(2025). Courtesy of the artist and PF25 Cultural Projects.

Who: Oscar Chan Yik Long (b. 1988, Hong Kong)
Based in: Helsinki, Finland

Gallery: Chan is represented by Gallery Exit in
Hong Kong. He also works with Cazul 101 in
Bucharest, Romania, and collaborates regularly with
PF25 Cultural Projects, a nonprofit in Basel,
Switzerland.

Why we care: Chinese ink paintings are often
associated with picture-perfect landscapes on
traditional scrolls. But for Oscan Chan Yik Long,
Chinese ink is a medium for manifesting a
fantastical world while confronting the complexity of



fantastical world while confronting the complexity of
the human psyche. A graduate of the Academy of
Visual Arts at Hong Kong Baptist University, the
artist has developed a practice that draws from East
Asian mythologies, cinema and pop culture, and
Western classics. More recently, he has been
inspired by a holistic approach to the human body
and mind, as well as the connections between
internal organs and core emotions, a

perspective often found in Chinese traditions.

While he often paints on canvas, his most
captivating works are his site-specific painting
installations and murals, which depict grotesque
monsters and beings, articulating fear and horror. In
the 2019 edition of Paris Internationale, he took
over the walls on both sides of a hallway with
elaborate ink drawings for a solo presentation with
Gallery Exit, and last year, Chan painted over the
walls and ceiling of St. Chads in London,
enveloping the space with images of otherworldly
monsters haunting our unconscious.

Up next: Chan will have a solo exhibition, “To Sleep
and Wake Unafraid,” at PF25 Cultural Projects from
June 14 to 22, coinciding with Art Basel. Curated
by PF 25 co-founder Angelika Li, the show marks
the artist’s first solo in Switzerland and the launch of
a two-part exhibition series taking place in Basel
and in November at the Radvila Palace Museum
of Art in Vilnius, Lithuania.

— Vivienne Chow

Thank you for joining us for
The Asia Pivot.
See you next time.



